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AIM OF THIS DOCUMENT 

This Background Information Document (BID) 

serves as notice, in terms of Regulation 41(2) 

(a) of the Environmental Impact Assessment 

(EIA) Regulations published in Government 

Notice R326 in Government Gazette No 

40772 of 07 April 2017, under Section 24 (5) 

of the National Environmental Management 

Act 1998 (Act No 107 of 1998), of the intent 

obtain Environmental Authorization (EA) to 

develop a 132kV electrical sub-transmission 

line, near Vredenburg in the Western Cape. 

The document provides background 

information to potential Interested and/or 

Affected Parties (I&APs) regarding the 

proposed project and the Environmental 

Impact Assessment (EIA) process being 

followed, as well as the opportunity for any 

person or group to register as an I&AP. 

Registering as an I&AP provides individuals, 

or groups, the opportunity to contribute ideas, 

issues, and concerns regarding the project. 

I&APs also have an opportunity to review all 

reports and submit comments on those 

reports. All comments received are included in 

the reports submitted to the Competent 

Authority. 

CES has been appointed by the Vredenburg 

Windfarm to conduct the required Basic 

Assessment and function as the 

Environmental Assessment Practitioner (EAP) 

for the proposed project. 

THE ENVIRONMENTAL 

ASSESSMENT PRACTITIONER  

CES was founded in 1990 to provide services 

in various fields of integrated environmental 

management and impact assessment. CES 

has offices in Cape Town, Port Elizabeth, East 

London, Johannesburg and Grahamstown in 

South Africa, Romsey in the United Kingdom 

and Maputo in Mozambique .  

Our principal area of expertise lies in 

assessing the risks and impacts of the 

development process on the natural, social 

and economic environments through, among 

other instruments, the environmental impact 

assessment (EIA) process. We believe that by 

offering these services we contribute 

meaningfully towards sustainable 

development.  

PROJECT DESCRIPTION 

Vredenburg Wind Farm (Pty) Ltd proposes to 
develop a 132kV above-ground electricity sub-
transmission line located within and adjacent 
to the proposed Boulders Wind Farm, 
approximately 12km northeast of the 
commercial centre of Vredenburg in the 
Saldanha Bay Local Municipality, within the 
West Coast District Municipality in the 
Western Cape (Figure 1). 
 
The project site includes 12 potentially 

affected properties: 

• Boebezaks Kraal 1/40 

• Boebezaks Kraal 2/40 

• Boebezaks Kraal 5/40 

• Het Schuytje 1/21 

• Frans Vlei 2/46 

• Frans Vlei 3/46 

• Frans Vlei 4/46 

• Frans Vlei 5/46 

• Frans Vlei 6/46 

• Frans Vlei 9/46 

• Schuitjes Klip 3/22 

• Zoutzaksfontyn 16/95 

 
The proposed sub-transmission line will be 

used to transmit electrical energy generated 

by the Boulders Wind Farm, up to 140 

megawatt (MW), to the existing Eskom 

Fransvlei-Aurora 132kV line for sub-

transmission via the national electrical grid 

network.  

Vredenburg Wind Farm (Pty) Ltd are also the 

proponents for the Boulders Wind Farm for 

which Environmental Authorization is being is 

being applied for under a separate application. 
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Figure 1. Location of the proposed project 

 

The proposed electrical sub-transmission infrastructure includes:  

• 132kV above-ground sub-transmission line to connect the onsite 33/132kV substation to the grid. 
The pylons for this line will have an average spacing of 250m and will require a servitude width of 
31m.  

• The proposed line will be connected to the grid via a Loop in Loop out connection onto the existing 
Aurora – Fransvlei 132kV by means of constructing a new pylon next to the AUR-FRA 82 pylon 
and spanning conductors overhead onto this existing line. 

• There are five alternative routes being considered. The details for the proposed alternative routes 
can be seen in the Table 1 and Figure 2 below. Each of these sub-transmission line alternatives 
will be buffered by 150m (i.e. a 300m corridor) to allow for micro-siting. Although numerous 
powerline alternatives are considered, only one 132kV overhead power line will be built to connect 
to the grid. 
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Table 1. Description of each route alternative 

Alternative Start Point End Point Length Type of Pylons Estimated Number of Pylons 

Route 1 

(red) 

BWF 

Substation 

132kV line @ AUR 

– FRA 82 

9.4 km Self supporting & guide 

structures 

Strain: Up to 10 

Intermediate: Up to 38 

Route 2 

(green) 

BWF 

Substation 

132kV line @ AUR 

– FRA 82 

7.4 km Self supporting & guide 

structures 

Strain: Up to 10 

Intermediate: Up to 30 

Route 3 

(brown) 

BWF 

Substation 

132kV line @ AUR 

– FRA 82 

6.3 km Self supporting & guide 

structures 

Strain: Up to 6 

Intermediate: Up to 26 

Route 4 

(pink) 

BWF 

Substation 

132kV line @ AUR 

– FRA 82 

6.2 km Self supporting & guide 

structures 

Strain: Up to 8 

Intermediate: Up to 25 

Route 5 

(Turquoise) 

BWF 

Substation 

132kV line @ AUR 

– FRA 82 

6.5 km Self supporting & guide 

structures 

Strain: Up to 8 

Intermediate: Up to 27 

 

 

Figure 2. Proposed route alternatives 
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THE ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT ASSESSMENT PROCESS 

An Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA) is a planning and decision-making tool that is used 

to assess both positive and negative environmental impacts that would result from a proposed 

development. The purpose of an EIA is to ensure that decision makers (i.e. the developer and 

the competent authorities) consider the environmental impacts when deciding whether or not 

the project should proceed.  

Within the EIA Regulations (as amended), under the National Environmental Management Act 

(as amended) (NEMA), various listed activities are provided for the determination of the 

magnitude of impacts. These are used to determine if an EIA is necessary and if so, are used 

to determine the environmental authorisation process that should be followed prior to 

construction and operation of the facility. 

In terms of the EIA regulations, Vredenburg Windfarm (Pty) Ltd requires Environmental 

Authorisation, from the Department of Environmental Affairs (DEA), for the proposed sub-

transmission line. The triggered activities are listed under Listing Notices 1 and 3 only, and as 

such, the Basic Assessment (BA) Process needs to be followed. 

POTENTIAL LISTED ACTIVITIES TRIGGERED BY THE PROPOSED DEVELOPMENT 

Activity 
No(s): 

Relevant Basic Assessment Activity(ies) as set out in Listing Notice 1 
(GN R983) 

11 The development of facilities or infrastructure for the transmission and 
distribution of electricity- 

(i) Outside urban areas or industrial complexes with a capacity of more 
than 33 but less than 275 kilovolts; 

12 The development of- 

(ii) Infrastructure or structures with a physical footprint of 100 square 
meters or more; 

where such development occurs – 

(a) within a watercourse;  

(c) if no development setback exists, within 32 metres of a 

watercourse, measured from the edge of a watercourse; 

19 The infilling or depositing of any material of more than 10 cubic metres into, 

or the dredging, excavation, removal or moving of soil, sand, shells, shell grit, 

pebbles or rock of more than 10 cubic metres from a watercourse; 

28 Residential, mixed, retail, commercial, industrial or institutional developments 

where such land was used for agriculture, game farming, equestrian purposes 

or afforestation on or after 01 April 1998 and where such development: 

a)  will occur outside an urban area, where the total land to be developed 
is bigger than 1 hectare; 

 

56 The widening of a road by more than 6 metres, or the lengthening of a road 

by more than 1 kilometre- 

(ii) where no reserve exists, where the existing road is wider than 8 
metres 
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Activity 
No(s): 

Relevant Basic Assessment Activity(ies) as set out in Listing Notice 3 
(GN R985) 

4 The development of a road wider than 4 metres with a reserve less than 
13,5 metres. 

i) In Western Cape: 
i. Areas outside urban areas; 

(aa) Areas containing indigenous vegetation; 

12 The clearance of an area of 300 square metres or more of indigenous 

vegetation except where such clearance of indigenous vegetation is required 

for maintenance purposes undertaken in accordance with a maintenance 

management plan.  

i) Western Cape province: 
ii) Within critical biodiversity areas identified in bioregional plans; 

14 The development of- 

(a)  infrastructure or structures with a physical footprint of 10 square 
metres or more; 

Where such development occurs- 

(b) within a watercourse 
(c) if no development setback has been adopted, within 32 metres of a 

watercourse, measured from the edge of a watercourse. 
 
(i) Western Cape province: 

Outside Urban Areas: 

ff) Within critical biodiversity areas or ecosystem service area as 

identified in systematic biodiversity plans adopted by the 

competent authority or in bioregional plans; 

18 The widening of a road by more than 4 metres, or the lengthening of a road 
by more than 1 kilometre. 

i) In Western Cape: 
i. Areas outside urban areas; 

(aa) Areas containing indigenous vegetation; 
 

The BA process is typically applied to activities that are considered less likely to have 

significant environmental impacts or where the impacts are generally known and can be 

mitigated or easily managed. The BA Process is generally shorter and more concise than the 

Full Scoping and Environmental Impact Report (S&EIR) process. However, BAs still require 

public notification and participation, the assessment of potential impacts and mitigation 

measures and the assessment of whether there are any significant impacts that require further 

investigation. 

Currently the BA is in the assessment phase. During this phase a draft Basic Assessment 

Report (dBAR) will be compiled which will comprehensively describe the activities and impacts 

that the project may have on the receiving environment, including specialist reports and details 

from the Public Participation Process. The dBAR and Environmental Management Programme 

(EMPr) will be published for a 30-day public comment period, after which, the final BAR will be 

compiled and submitted to DEA for decision making. 
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PUBLIC PARTICIPATION PROCESS 

The Public Participation Process (PPP) forms an important part of any EIA process and must 

fulfil the requirements outlined in the NEMA and the EIA Regulations, 2014 (as amended). 

For this project, the following PPP activities will be undertaken: 

• I&APs will include all owners of neighbouring properties as well as relevant organs of 

state and competent authorities. 

• Other I&APs will be identified through the placement of a newspaper advertisement in 

the local press as well as the placement of notice boards at the site. 

• All I&APs will be provided with project information and will have an opportunity to raise 

any issues and concerns. 

• The draft Basic Assessment Report (dBAR) and Environmental Management 

Programme (EMPr) will be made available to I&APs for a 30 day period to make any 

comments on the dBAR.  

After the review and commenting period, a Final BAR will be compiled for submission to the 

DEA. This will include all public comments and response to issues raised by I&APs.  

Should the authorities grant approval via an environmental authorisation, all registered I&APs 

will be notified accordingly and given the opportunity to appeal against the decision, should 

they so wish. 

 
Public Participation Process 

 
Site Inspection & Identification of potential I&APs 

↓ 

Compile I&AP Database 

↓ 

Inform potential I&APs of the application for environmental authorisation  
and the registration process 

↓ 

Distribution of BID Document to IAPs for comment  

↓ 

Compilation of IAP comments 

↓ 

Public review of draft Basic Assessment Report 

↓ 

Submission of Final Basic Assessment Report to DEA  

↓ 

All registered I&APs will be notified if the authorities grant environmental approval 

↓ 

Appeals process 
 

 

WE ARE HERE 
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POTENTIAL IMPACTS AND 

BENEFITS 

Site-specific assessments will be 

undertaken to confirm the environmental 

feasibility of the proposed development, 

and to delineate any areas of 

environmental sensitivity within the study 

area. 

To assess environmental impacts and 

benefits associated with the proposed 

project, the following specialist studies will 

be conducted as part of the EIA: 

• Ecological Impact Assessment;  

• Freshwater Impact Assessment 

• Heritage & Paleontological Impact 

Assessment 

• Avifaunal Impact Assessment 

• Social Impact Assessment 

HOW CAN YOU BE INVOLVED? 

As mentioned above, this document forms 

part of the PPP process that is being 

conducted as part of the EIA. The aim of 

the PPP is to allow everyone who is 

interested in, or likely to be affected by, the 

proposed development to provide input into 

the process.  

The PPP process will include: 

• Advertisements in the local 
newspapers;  

• Notice Boards on site; 

• Circulation of the BID (this 
document) to all I&APs and 
stakeholders; 

• Registration of all I&APs and 
stakeholders; 

• Review of all comments by 
registered I&APs and 
stakeholders. 

If you consider yourself an interested 

and/or affected person/party, it is 

important that you become and remain 

involved in the PPP process. To do so 

please follow the steps below to ensure 

that you are continually informed of the 

project developments and will ensure your 

opportunity to raise issues and concerns 

pertaining to the project. 

STEP 1: Please register by responding to 

our notification and invitation, with your 

name and contact details (details provided 

on cover page and below). As a registered 

I&AP you will be informed of all meetings, 

report reviews and project developments 

throughout the process. 

STEP 2: Please send us any comments, 

concerns or queries you may have in 

relation to the proposed dam enlargement. 

CES is required to engage with all private 

and public parties that may be interested 

and/or affected by the proposed project, to 

distribute information for review and 

comment in a transparent manner. 

In the same light, it is important for I&APs 

to note the following: 

1. In order for CES to continue 

engaging with you, please 

ENSURE that you register on our 

database by contacting the person 

below. 

2. As the BAR process is regulated by 

specific review and comment 

timeframes, it is your responsibility 

to submit your comments within 

these timeframes. 
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I hereby wish to register as an Interested and Affected Party (I&AP) for the  

Boulders 132kV sub-transmission line Basic Assessment process 

 

Name: _______________________________________________________________________________ 

Organization: 

_______________________________________________________________________________ 

Postal address: 

_______________________________________________________________________________ 

Email: _______________________________________________________________________________ 

Mobile #: _____________________________ Fax #:___________________________________ 

Landline #:____________________________ 

My initial comments, issues or concerns are: 

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________________ 

Other individuals, stakeholders, organisations or entities that should be registered are:  

Name: _______________________________________________________________________________ 

Organization: 

_______________________________________________________________________________ 

Postal address: 

_______________________________________________________________________________ 

Email: _______________________________________________________________________________ 

Phone #: _____________________________ Fax #:  __________________________________ 

Landline #:____________________________ 

 

Please return details to:  

 

Michael Johnson  

Block C, The Estuaries, Oxbow Crescent, Century City, Cape Town, 7441. 

Tel: (021) 045 0900 | Fax: (046) 622 6564 | Email: m.johnson@cesnet.co.za 

mailto:m.johnson@cesnet.co.za
mailto:m.johnson@cesnet.co.za
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